IB: Internal Assessment Cheat Sheet
1. Plan of Investigation:
a. 100-150 words
b. Present your central question
c. Scope: Context or  “what” is being studied (issues, themes, ideas that surround the central question)
d. Method: Paragraph form- “How” you are going to answer your question. (What types of sources are needed? What do you need to do to fully answer this question?
e. Example: CSI metaphor
i. If you were a character on CSI and you’re the first on the scene you central question is “ What happened?”
ii. Scope would be  the context in which the crime happened ( the surrounding area, etc)
iii. Method would be asking witnesses, background info on the victim, the use of fancy gadgets to collect evidence.
f. Marked out of 3 pts
2. Summary of Evidence
a. 500-600 words
b. Facts/ data/ information that was discovered by you the candidate
c. Bullet form- full sentences
d. Organized by theme or in chronological order- Use subheadings
e. All facts revolve around central question
f. FACTS NOT OPINIONATED STATEMENTS!!!
g. In your own words, you need to include a bibliography so you don’t lose your sources or get charged with plagiarism.
h.  Marked out of 6 pts
3. Evaluation of Sources
a. 400-500 words
b. Pick the 2 most influential/ significant sources to evaluate
c. Include: origin, purpose,values, limitations (OPVL)
d. If one of the sources is secondary:  evaluate author’s argument.
e. For each source note the source’s importance to your investigation 
i. Ex: “source A is valuable because it_____________. This is significant because_______>”  IT CAN BE THIS STRAIGHT FORWARD!
f. Paragraph form
g. Marked out of 5 pts
4. Analysis
a. 500-600 words
b. This is where you are applying the “evidence “ from section 2 to the central question.
c. Note the importance of topic in context ( b. and c. should be your 1st paragraph)
d. Be sure to analyze FULL question.
i. Example:  if you have a question asking “which is more important A or B” make sure you fully address both A and B. AND the overall question as a whole.(synthesis of facts and individual claims.
e. First time you introduce your thesis. ( here and in the conclusion)
f. Where appropriate include different interpretations. ( be careful and count your words to be aware of word count.
g. Don’t introduce new information. If it is not in your part 2: summary of evidence, DON’T INCLUDE IT! 
h. Make links with evidence- STRONG, CLEAR  LINKS
i. Show awareness of your significant sources, specifically reference them.
j. MUST HAVE CITATIONS ( parts h-j)
k. If you are crunching words use an explanatory footnote.
l. Marked out of 6 pts.
5. Conclusion
a. Around 200 words
b. Restate your official answer to the central question.
c. Must be consistent with analysis
d. Make connections between analysis and central question
e. NO NEW INFORMATION
f. Marked out of 3 pts.
6. Sources
a. Cite all sources properly
b. Make sure sources are well used throughout I.A.
c. NOT PART OF WORD COUNT
d. Sources+ Front Page= Marked out of 3 pts
7. Front page 
a. Include the following information:
i. Central Question
ii. Name
iii. Word Count



