Comparing and Contrasting origins and causes of WWI and WWII

This activity requires students to look at the various short term and long term causes of each of the World Wars. They will initially categorize the causes according to short term and long term and then organize those causes into most relevant for each of the wars, and then finally choose those that they see as most important and write a paper. 

To begin the activity, I had students break up into either two groups for big classes or four for larger groups. For the class that had two groups, they were assigned one of the wars and were told to identify both short and long term causes on note cards. For the larger class they were assigned short or long term, as well as, one of the wars. The smaller group then placed value, depending on significance, to their causes and ordered them from most significant to least. The larger group, joined with the group that had the same war and placed the causes in order from most significant to least. They were required to place their note cards on the board in order and explain their group’s logic to the class. We came together and debated which they saw as being most significant to the origins of the wars. Also, it allowed them to see the similarities and differences between the two and organize them accordingly.

This was an activity I had modified from an IB textbook and the students got really into it. They were debating origins, but were also required to back up their argument with evidence. They then transferred this classroom discussion into a paper where they were able to compare and contrast the wars.
