The Federalist and Anti-Federalist Debate

Seminar Purpose: The Small Group Seminar is a highly structured student led discussion of commonly read primary source documents, the documents are designed to present conflicting views on an important issue in American History. 

Seminar Rules: 
1. Students must reference the text before speaking. 

2. No reference should be repeated. 

3. Participants will take turns (you MAY NOT talk until it is your turn). 

4. Participants will value the opinions of the other participants and treat each other with respect.  

Seminar Organization: 
Question 1: Which group do you identify with most, and why, the Federalist or the Ant-federalist? (everyone must answer this question – each response should be around 30 seconds: the order is to the left of the leader.)
Question 2: How does Madison suggest that the new government will be able to control the possible problems facing the nation? Specifically, why does Madison believe this new government will be able to control ‘factions’?  (anyone may answer this question – you should reference the text before speaking: the leader will recognize those who wish to answer this question.)

Question 3: Do you agree with the logic proposed by Hamilton in Federalist #9 with regard to the majority of states ability to keep in line other states or possible insurrections? Why/why not?  (anyone may answer this question – you should reference the text before speaking: the leader will recognize those who wish to answer this question.)

Question 4: Of all of the arguments presented in the Anti-federalist sources, which point is the most effective critique of the Constitution/Federalist position? Explain. (all answer this question moving to the left of the leader.)
Question 5: What were the main differences between the Federalist and the Anti-federalists, both in terms of philosophical differences and actual real (geographic, social, political, economic) differences? Does understanding who they were help explain what they stood for or against? (all should answer this questions starting with the person to the right of the leader—you may reference class notes or textbook reading for this question as well as the documents.) 

Question 6: If a majority of the country in 1787 were opposed to adoption of the new Constitution, in other words, the Anti-federalist were actually in the majority – how does the Constitution pass? Could the country have survived under a plan similar to the Articles of Confederation? (anyone may answer this question – you should reference the text before speaking: the leader will recognize those who wish to answer this question.)

Question 7: Charles Beard has argued that the Founding Fathers, in adopting the Constitution, primarily were concerned about protecting their private property and maintaining the status quo – do you agree with this interpretation of the Constitutional Convention? Why or why not? (anyone may answer this question – you should reference the text before speaking: the leader will recognize those who wish to answer this question.) 

Question 8: By this point, you’ve already taken a position on one side of this debate. However, what is the most effective point made by the side you disagree with? Explain. (all answer this question moving to the left of the leader).
Question 9: Should the Constitution be seen as a conservative reaction to the Revolution (and some of the issues of the 1780’s), an enshrinement of revolutionary principles, or both? What was truly original about the Constitution? (everyone must answer this question: the order is to the right of the leader.)
