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The Difference between Primary and Secondary Sources 
 

Primary and Secondary Sources, North Carolina State University (open access) 
http://faculty.chass.ncsu.edu/slatta/hi216/ps.htm 

 
Primary, Secondary and Tertiary Sources, University of Maryland (open access) 
 http://www.lib.umd.edu/guides/primary-sources.html 
 
Primary Sources Library Guide, Jean and Alexander Heard Library, Vanderbilt University (open 

access) http://campusguides.library.vanderbilt.edu/primarysources 
 
Primary vs. Secondary Sources (easier game), http://www.quia.com/pop/46290.html 
 
Rags to Riches (game), http://www.quia.com/rr/107632.html 
 
 

Teaching Guides, Worksheets and Lesson Plans 
 

Guide to Reading Primary Sources, Office of Learning Resources, University of Pennsylvania 
 www.vpul.upenn.edu/lrc/lr/Word/primary%20sources%20(W).doc 
 
How to Read a Primary Source, Bowdoin College 

http://www.bowdoin.edu/writing-guides/primaries.htm 
 
Introduction to the Study of History: Reading a Primary Source, University of North Carolina at 

Pembroke, http://www.uncp.edu/home/rwb/hst300q3.htm 
 
Primary Source Analysis Worksheets, National Archives and Records Administration, University 

of North Carolina Chapel Hill, 
http://www.learnnc.org/search?search_exact=National+Archives+and+Records+Administrati
on&include_empty=0&media=document&advanced=1 

 
Primary Source Lesson Plans, Ohio History Teachers 
 http://www.ohiohistoryteachers.org/02/04/ups02.shtml 
 
Reading Primary Sources: An Introduction for Students, University of North Carolina at Chapel 

Hill, http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/745 



 
Students’ Guide to “Reading” Primary Sources on the History of Children & Youth, Children & 

Youth in History, George Mason University http://chnm.gmu.edu/cyh/introduction 
 
Teaching with Documents: Lesson Plans, National Archives 
 http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/ 
 
Teaching with Primary Sources (with links to other materials) University of North Carolina at 

Chapel Hill, http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/5316 
 
Using Primary Sources (Lesson Plans and materials), Old Sturbridge Village, 

http://www.osv.org/school/lesson_plans/ShowUnits.php?UnitID=3 
 

 
Digital Collections 

 
19th Century Latin America (research guide with links), Fordham University (open access) 
 http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/mod/modsbook32.asp 
 
20th Century Latin America (research guide with links), Fordham University (open access) 
 http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/mod/modsbook55.asp 
 
The Age of Spanish American Revolutions, John Carter Brown Library (open access) 
 http://www.brown.edu/Facilities/John_Carter_Brown_Library/spanishage/index.html 
 
Archival Sound Recordings, British Library 
 http://sounds.bl.uk/ 
 
Archivo General de la Nación, Colombia (open access) 
 http://negrosyesclavos.archivogeneral.gov.co/portal/apps/php/indexen.kwe 
 
Arquivo Nacional, Brazil (open access – some documents are available in digital format) 
 http://www.arquivonacional.gov.br/cgi/cgilua.exe/sys/start.htm?sid=48 
 
The Atlantic Slave Trade and Slave Life in the Americas: A Visual Record, University of Virginia 

Library (open access) http://hitchcock.itc.virginia.edu/slavery/index.php 
 
The Bibliography of Slavery and World Slaving, University of Virginia (open access) 
 http://www2.vcdh.virginia.edu/bib/ 
 
Brazilian Government Documents, Center for Research Libraries (open access) 
 http://www.crl.edu/brazil 
 
Centro de Pesquisa e Documentação de História Contemporânea do Brasil, Fundação Getúlio 

Vargas (some documents are available in digital format) 
http://www.fgv.br/CPDOC/BUSCA/Busca/BuscaConsultar.aspx 



Chile and the United States: Declassified Documents Relating to the Military Coup of September 
11, 1973, Peter Kornbluh (open access) 
http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB8/nsaebb8i.htm 

 
CIA and Assassinations: The Guatemala 1954 Documents, Kate Doyle and Peter Kornbluh (open 

access) http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB4/index.html 
 
Código Brasiliense (Brazilian Laws in Portuguese), John Carter Brown Library (open access) 

http://www.brown.edu/Facilities/John_Carter_Brown_Library/CB/ 
 
Colonial Bank Correspondence, 1837-1885, The University of West Indies (open access) 
 http://www.mainlib.uwi.tt/databases/colonialbank.cfm 
 
Colonial Latin America (research guide with links), Fordham University (open access) 
 http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/modsbook08.asp 
 
Constituciones hispanoamericanos (open access) 
 http://bib.cervantesvirtual.com/portal/Constituciones/ 
 
Cuban Heritage Collection, University of Miami (open access) 
 http://merrick.library.miami.edu/digitalprojects/chc.php 
 
Cylinder Preservation and Digitization Project (this is a music collection), University of 

California at Santa Barbara 
 http://cylinders.library.ucsb.edu/ 
 
The Death of Che Guevara Declassified, Peter Kornbluh, George Washington University (open 

access) http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB5/index.html 
 
Digital Library of the Caribbean (open access) 
 http://www.dloc.com/ 
 
Digitalização do acervo do Museu Imperial (open access) 
 http://187.16.250.90:358/dami/ 
 
Early Americas Digital Archive (open access) 
 http://www.mith2.umd.edu/eada/ 
 
Early Maps, John Carter Brown Library (open access) 

http://jcb.lunaimaging.com/luna/servlet/JCBMAPS~1~1 
 

** Ecclesiastic and Secular Sources for Slave Societies, Vanderbilt University 
 http://www.vanderbilt.edu/esss 

 
Free E-Books by Project Gutenberg 
 http://www.gutenberg.org/ 



 
Global Music Archive, Jean and Alexander Heard Library, Vanderbilt University 
 http://www.globalmusicarchive.org/ 
 
Hispanic Reading Room, Library of Congress (open access) 
 http://www.loc.gov/rr/hispanic/onlinecol.html 
 
Historical Text Archive (open access) 
 http://historicaltextarchive.com/links.php?action=sub&cid=13 
 
History, Latin America, University of Washington (open access) 
 http://guides.lib.washington.edu/content.php?pid=61680&sid=454811 
 
The Humboldt Digital Library, http://avhumboldt.net/index.php?page=138 
 
Indigenous Languages of the Americas, John Carter Brown Library (open access) 
 http://www.brown.edu/Facilities/John_Carter_Brown_Library/ildb/index.php 
 
Jews and the Americas, John Carter Brown Library (open access) 
 http://www.brown.edu/Facilities/John_Carter_Brown_Library/judaica/index.html 
 
Laboratório de história oral e imagem, Universidade Federal Fluminense (open access) 
 http://www.historia.uff.br/labhoi/africa 
 
Latin America Since Independence, Routledge 
 http://cw.routledge.com/textbooks/dawson/links-chapter.asp 
 
Latin American Government Documents Archive, Latin American Network Information Center 

(open access) http://bib.cervantesvirtual.com/portal/Constituciones/ 
 
Latin American Network Information Center (open access) 
 http://lanic.utexas.edu/la/region/history/ 
 
Latin American Pamphlet Digital Collection, Harvard University (open access) 
 http://vc.lib.harvard.edu/vc/deliver/home?_collection=LAP 
 
Latin American Primary Sources, History Wiz (open access) 

http://www.historywiz.com/primarysources/latinamericaprimary.html 
 
Linking the Americas, Stanford University (open access) 
 http://lta.stanford.edu/ 
 
Make the Dirt Fly! (Panama Canal), Smithsonian Institution Libraries (open access) 
 http://www.sil.si.edu/Exhibitions/Make-the-Dirt-Fly/whybuild.html 

 
 



Making of the Modern World, Gale Publishers (subscription only)  
 http://mlr.com/DigitalCollections/products/ModernWorld/ 
 
Música Brasilis, http://www.musicabrasilis.org.br/index.php 
 
Música de la frontera, The Strachwitz Frontera Collection of Mexican and Mexican American 

Recordings, http://frontera.library.ucla.edu/index.html 
 
A Nation Emerges: 65 Years of Photography in Mexico, The Getty Research Institute (open  

access) http://www.getty.edu/research/tools/guides_bibliographies/photography_mexico/ 
 
Online Music Archives (a list of music archives found online) 

http://www.scaruffi.com/music/archives.html 
 
Online Primary Sources Page, North Carolina State University (open access) 
 http://faculty.chass.ncsu.edu/slatta/hi216/doclist.html 
 
Political Database of the Americas, Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service, Center for 

Latin American Studies, Georgetown University (open access) 
 http://bib.cervantesvirtual.com/portal/Constituciones/ 
 
Portal de Archivos Españoles (PARES) (open access) 
 http://pares.mcu.es/ 
 
Práticas Religiosas na Costa de Mina, Universidade Federal de Bahia (open access) 
 http://www.costadamina.ufba.br/ 
 
Presidential Messages Database (Argentina and Mexico), Center for Research Libraries (open 

access) http://www.crl.edu/grn/larrp/current-projects/presidential-messages 
 
Protesta humana, University of California, Los Angeles (open source) 
 http://digital.library.ucla.edu/newspaper/ 
 
Puerto Rico at the Dawn of the Modern Age, Library of Congress (open access) 
 http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/puertorico/ 
 
Relating to Saint-Domingue and the Haitian Revolution, John Carter Brown Library (open 

access) 
http://www.brown.edu/Facilities/John_Carter_Brown_Library/pages/jcbl_haiti/index.html 

 
Remember Haiti, John Carter Brown Library (open access) 
 http://www.brown.edu/Facilities/John_Carter_Brown_Library/remember_haiti/index.php 
 
San Martín: Los documentos del cruce (open access) 
 http://edant.clarin.com/diario/especiales/sanmartin/home.htm 
 



Sources and General Resources on Latin America, Oberlin College (open access) 
 http://www.oberlin.edu/faculty/svolk/latinam.htm 
 
Sir William Young Diaries, University of the West Indies (open access) 
 http://www.mainlib.uwi.tt/digitalarchive/williamyoung/index.html 
 
The Spanish American Revolutions: Setting the Stage, John Carter Brown Library (open access) 
 http://www.brown.edu/Facilities/John_Carter_Brown_Library/spanishstage/index.html 
 
The Spanish American War in Motion Pictures, Library of Congress (open access) 
 http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/sawhtml/sawhome.html 
 
Spanish Historical Writing about the New World, John Carter Brown Library (open access) 
 http://www.brown.edu/Facilities/John_Carter_Brown_Library/spanishhistorical/index.html 
 
Tlatelolco Massacre: Declassified U.S. Documents on Mexico and the Events of 1968, Kate 

Doyle, Mexican Documentation Project (open access) 
http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB10/intro.htm 

 
The Transatlantic Slave Trade Database (open access) 
 http://www.slavevoyages.org/tast/index.faces 
 
UCLA Ethnomusicology Archive, University of California at Los Angeles 
 http://www.ethnomusic.ucla.edu/archive/ 
 
World Digital Library (open access) 

http://www.wdl.org/en/# 
 

Print Collections (a very short list) 
 
The Argentina Reader: History, Culture, Politics, edited by Gabriela Nouzeilles and Graciela 

Montaldo (Durham: Duke University Press, 2002). Available on Google Books. 
 
The Borzoi Reader in Latin American History, edited by Helen Delpar (New York: Knopf, 

1972). 
 
The Brazil Reader: History, Culture, Politics, edited by Robert M. Levine and John J. Crocitti 

(Durham: Duke University Press, 1999). Available on Google Books. 
 
Consider the Source: Primary Documents for the Study of Latin America, edited by Julie A. 

Charlip (Upper Saddle River: Prentice Hall, 2011). 
 
The Costa Rica Reader: History, Culture, Politics, edited by Steven Palmer and Iván Molina 

(Durham: Duke University Press, 2004). Available on Google Books. 
 



The Cuba Reader: History, Culture, Politics, edited by Aviva Chomsky, Barry Carr, and Pamela 
Maria Smorkaloff (Durham: Duke University Press, 2003). Available on Google Books. 

 
Latin America: A Historical Reader, edited by Lewis Hanke (Boston: Little, Brown, 1974).  
 
The Mexico Reader: History, Culture, Politics, edited by Gilbert M. Joseph and Timothy J. 

Henderson (Durham: Duke University Press, 2002). Available on Google Books. 
 
Nineteenth-Century Nation Building and the Latin American Intellectual Tradition: A Reader, 

edited and translated by Janet Burke and Ted Humphrey (Indianapolis: Hackett, 2007). 
Available on Google Books. 

 
Spanish-American Life: A Reader for Students of Modern Spanish, by E. L. C. Morse (Chicago: 

Scott, Foresman and Company, 1917). Available on Google Books as PDF file. 
 
 


