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Causes of the Civil War
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	1. _______________________________

Southern Congressmen urged the acquisition of Cuba (up to 120 million) or war to obtain it

2. ________________________________

White abolitionist leads an unsuccessful armed slave rebellion at Harper’s Ferry, Virginia.

3. _________________________________

This was not viewed positively in south because it led to an increase in overall consumer prices without the protection of industry received in the north.

4. __________________________________

The Supreme Court ruled that a slave was not a citizen and that Congress could not deny a slaveowner property without due process thus invalidating the Comp. of 1850 and K-N Act.
5. ____________________________________

The concept that it was the states that had created the Constitution, therefore, they had the final say on constitutionality of laws. Also, states were in a better position to govern the people than the federal government.
6. ______________________________________

Acquisition of this piece of land by Congressional resolution was controversial in the U.S. and essentially guaranteed war with Mexico.
7. ________________________________________

Treaty that led to the U.S. acquiring a small piece of land for the prospect of a southern route for the transcontinental railroad.
8. _________________________________________

The idea that the U.S., due to its own greatness, power, and Christianity, was destined to control and settle land. 
9. _______________________________________

This treaty included the US adding most land in our southwest and the failed Wilmot Proviso brought the issue of slavery back to the forefront. 

10. _______________________________________

Due to geography, availability of capital, and willingness to embrace new technology, the North advanced much more rapidly than the south. 


	Short Term Causes

a. Annexation of Texas

b. Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo

c. Compromise of 1850

d. Publication of Uncle Tom’s Cabin
e. Gadsden Purchase

f. Ostend Manifesto

g. Kansas-Nebraska Act

h. Formation of Republican Party

i. Bleeding Kansas

j. Dred Scott case
k. Financial Panic of 1857

l. John Brown’s Raid

m. Election of 1860

Long Term Causes

n. Slavery in South

o. Extension of Slavery

p. Manifest Destiny/Expansion

q. Tariff

r. Embracement of Industrial Revolution

s. States’ Rights/Compact Theory
	11. _______________________________________

This law led to the formation of the Republican party, split within the Democratic Party, and bleeding Kansas. Authored by Stephen Douglas. 
12. ________________________________________

Despite not appearing on the ballot in 11 southern states, Abraham Lincoln won a majority of electoral votes and became president. 
13. ________________________________________

With its roots dating back to 1619, this institution was entrenched in the political, economic, and social structures of the south. It led to the formation of groups in the north who made it their mission to eliminate it. 
14. _________________________________________

This political party formed as a result of the death of the Whig Party and passage of the K-N Act. It started as a single issue party which was to stop the extension of slavery. 
15. _________________________________________

This book provided a narrative of slaves’ lives and was the most widely read book in the north and popular in Great Britain. 
16. ________________________________________

As seen in Missouri in 1820 and later across the west in the 1850s, the potential expansion of this issue became a divisive political force in America. 
17. _________________________________________

As both sides tried to control the forthcoming state constitution, there were several raids and massacres across the territory. 
18. ____________________________________________

This last compromise arranged by Clay led to CA entrance as a free state, a stronger fugitive slave law, and popular sovereignty in lands gained from Mexico.
19. ______________________________________________

Strong recession led many northerners (hit hardest) to call for an increase in the tariff. 
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Using the list on the back of the chart, place each event in the circle based on its relevance to the question.


On the left hand side of the circle, rank all general causes from most important to least important and then place supporting short term causes under each item.








 











What were the most significant causes of the American Civil War? 











