History Internal Assessment Assignment Packet


The goal of this packet is not to make unnecessary work for you, but to help you generate a terrific historical investigation by breaking it down into some smaller steps and working to improve the specific skills you need to be successful. Please note that you will have to write a bulk of the paper on your own time; the focus with these assignments is to aid you in narrowing the scope of your investigation, helping you find the resources you need, making sure that you aware of the resources available to you, and sharpening the analytical skills needed to score in the higher end of the markscheme.

Assignment #1: Choosing a topic


You can select any topic you want, but it is strongly recommended that you select a topic that dovetails with the essay topics for Paper 2. Those topics (all 20th century) are:

· The Causes and Practices of War

· Rise and Rule of Single Party States

· The Cold War
Also, another smart selection would be a major topic that covers aspects of Paper 3 (History of the Americas) that you are likely to see an exam question on in your senior year. These topics include:

· Wars of Independence and Revolution

· Articles of Confederation and Constitution

· The Civil War and Reconstruction

· The Spanish-American War

· The New Deal

· The Civil Rights Movement
However, if you feel very strongly about researching a topic outside these areas then pursue that end, but if you have trouble selecting a topic try to stay within one of the above areas. 

1. After thinking about your topic, read the sample “Plan of Investigation” that has been provided to you. Reflect on the strengths and weaknesses of it compared to the assessment criteria for section A (also provided).

2. Assignment: Generate a strong working draft of your Plan of Investigation.
3. Due: Thursday December 8th
Assignment #2: How can the HHS Library can help you?

The library at Hanover High is filled with numerous print and electronic resources that can help you obtain the research you need to successfully complete your History IA. The library has several online databases and print resources that can help you with your research. If you have not already been introduced to the research engine Questia, you are about to find out that it can be a great ally in finishing your historical investigation. This search engine not only has access to newspapers, magazines, and scholarly journal articles, but it also has thousands of books available for you to read online. The site also helps you highlight and keep track of your research along with providing a very handy citation tool. 
1. Search for sources related to your topic.

2. Generate an annotated bibliography of seven sources that you’ve found using our library and its online databases/Questia. 

3. Assignment: Turn in annotated bibliography—properly cited sources with a 3-4 sentence description as to how they help you answer your question. 
4. Due: Wednesday  January 11th
Assignment #3: Rough Draft 

Make sure that you read over the samples that we have provided you. For this assignment you’ll complete a solid rough draft of sections A (Plan- you already have), B (summary of evidence), C (evaluation of sources—do both), D (analysis), E (conclusion) and F (list of sources—already have).

Due: Friday March 2nd 
Assignment #4: Final Draft

All requirements are met including cover page with an accurate word count.

Due: Friday April 20th
