The Election of 1860 Primary Sources
Source A
	The Wellsburg Herald has a long article giving reasons why, first, citizens of Virginia should not vote for either of the Democratic tickets, and second, why they should not vote for Bell and Everett. The article closes as follows: 
	Buy why should citizens of Virginia vote for Lincoln? In the first place, as citizens of Virginia they should vote for him like any other citizen of the United States, because his principles are broad and national, and are such as if carried out would best develop the national prosperity. 
	But there are special reasons why citizens of Virginia should be Republicans. They should vote for Lincoln and Hamlin, if for no other reason, because they have been told in some quarters that they would not be allowed to vote that ticket. Whenever the question is brought up in this shape and a portion of the people are told that they shall vote as it pleases them, then that one principle of our government that is thus brought in question becomes of more importance to the citizen than all the other questions involved in the canvass. The right to vote as a man pleases is the very corner stone of free institutions, and the man who will not assert it, and, if need be, defend it at the price of his blood, does not deserve the name of a free man. When he relinquishes that right under threats or menaces, he becomes a very slave and deserves to be treated as a slave. Yet, in certain portions of our State, not very remote, this right is denied and it has been publicly proclaimed that no man shall vote for Lincoln. To this proclamation only one answer can be given, and that must be given at any cost, and the threat treated with the contempt it deserves. Virginians should not only vote for Lincoln and Hamlin to demonstrate their independence when it is called in question, but they should vote for them to demonstrate their abhorrence of the treasonable sentiments of the secession Democracy. Republicanism in the South is the antipodes of Breckinridge Democracy, and the larger the vote for Lincoln and Hamlin the sharper the rebuke to the dis-unionists. - A large Lincoln vote, would of all things demonstrate the lack of sympathy between Virginia and the cotton States and dampen the ardor of these latter States in favor of disunion. 
	Besides these reasons of a more general nature, the domestic policies of Virginia has been shaped for many years back to foster the slave interest at the expense of all others, and it has become necessary for the development of Western Virginia that a different system should prevail. To institute such a policy, vote for Lincoln and Hamlin and help organize a political party in Western Virginia that will counteract and slaveholding oligarchy. It can be done-all that is necessary is to organize the elements on a national foundation and give them backbone enough to hold them upright; and if the people say so, it will be done and our iniquitous laws be modified peaceably, quietly and without disturbance.
 http://www.wvculture.org/history/statehood/1860election02.html
Source B
	Before another issue of the Richmond "Enquirer" can reach any of our readers, the most important and exciting election in which American citizens have ever participated will have taken place. Never were our principles more imperiled than in the present warfare waged upon our constitutional rights by Black Republican enemies, headed by their standard-bearer, Abe Lincoln. Nothing can defeat the aggressor but a concentration of the entire Southern vote on those well-tried and faithful patriots—BRECKINRIDGE and LANE.
	The destiny of this great American Union is now in the hands of the people. The importance of the contest now upon us cannot be over-estimated. It involves all that patriots and friends of the Union hold dear, and upon the result hang the hopes of the nation for all time to come. The time for argument and discussion has passed. It only remains now for us, friends of the Constitution and the Union, to act—to act as freemen worthy of the noble heritage of liberty—to act as it becomes men to act who properly estimate the glorious privileges they enjoy, and who wish to transmit them to a free and happy posterity.
	Democrats of Virginia! Friends of Breckinridge and Lane! at this time shall there by any recreancy in our ranks? Will not every man, who desires the success of our gallant candidates, who desires the defeat of Lincoln and Hamlin, be at his post? Will there be one found to desert his colors in this trying emergency? Rather, let there be a grand rally of all our forces—let each man battle with might and main for the truth and right!
To work, then, friends of our glorious cause! To work with all your power, with your whole soul, and mind, and strength for liberty, and honor, and peace, and safety! We appeal to you to stand by your flag, by your candidates, by your principles, by your country—to devote THE WHOLE OF THIS DAY to the great cause you have espoused—to give your undivided, unselfish devotion to the Constitution, the Union, and the Equality of the States!
Citation: Editorial in Daily Richmond Enquirer, November 6, 1860.
Source C
TO THE POLLS! TO THE POLLS!

FRIENDS OF THE UNION, ARE YOU READY?
On next Tuesday we will be called upon to cast our votes for electors for President and Vice-President of the United States, upon the result of which hangs the fate of this republic. Have you, Union men of Frederick, considered well the responsibility, which rests upon each of you, in this contest? Are you prepared for the stern issues it presents? Are you prepared for the momentous consequences for weal or woe to the country, which must follow the result of this election. The great question to be decided is—shall this Union be dissolved? or shall it be perpetuated? The voice of Virginia will go farther towards determining this question, at this critical period, than any State in the South. As she decides so will the majority of the Southern States decide, in the event of Lincoln's election. Should that occur, which heaven forbid, the vote of Virginia for Breckinridge, will nerve the arms of the desperate dis-unionists in the Gulf States, to acts of revolution, which may bring upon us all the dreadful calamities of civil war—while her vote for John Bell, in that event, will stem the torrent of disunion sentiment, and "order a halt to the march of fanaticism," by causing those desperate leaders to reflect upon the position which Virginia—the mother of States—has taken in the contest. Her voice will give tone to Southern sentiment and in all probability bring peace to the country. Her vote for John Bell—the champion of the "Union, the Constitution and the Enforcement of the Laws," will sound throughout the Southern States, her bold and stern rebuke to dis-unionists and secessionists wherever they may be found. Her vote for him will be her voice for the Union of these States— her vote for Breckinridge will "Fire up the Southern heart" to acts of desperation, which may lead to civil war.

Citation: Excerpt from editorial in Winchester Republican, October 26, 1860.
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1.	(a) What, according to Source A, was the significance of a vote for Abraham Lincoln?
											[3 marks]
	(b) What is the message conveyed by Source C?				[2 marks]
2.	Compare and contrast the views expressed in Sources B and C about candidate voting 
	during the election of 1860.							[6 marks]
3.	With reference to their origin and purpose, assess the value and limitations of Sources
	A and C for historians studying Virginia’s secession debate of 1861. 	[6 marks] 
4. 	Using the sources and your own knowledge, assess the reasons why the state of Virginia
[bookmark: _GoBack]	decided to secede from the Union in 1861.					[8 marks]
    
