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TREATY OF VERSAILLES CONFERENCE SIMULATION

CRITERIA SHEET

Huff
/120

The Treaty of Versailles/League of Nations is an essential topic on the IB exam as it is examined in several places: results of WWI, causes of WWII, rise of dictators (Hitler, Mussolini), formation of the League of Nations, and the effectiveness of peace treaties.


In order to understand it more fully, students will attempt to simulate the conference that came after WWI: the Treaty of Versailles (with some modifications ie. The Germans were not invited to the negotiations but were presented with the results).


You will be put into groups for the following countries and research the personalities and possible positions these countries MAY have taken ( YOU DO NOT HAVE TO IMITATE HISTORY, BUT THERE HAS TO BE A HISTORICAL REASON FOR YOUR DECISION IE. WHAT IF A DIFFERENT POLITICIAN’S VIEW FROM YOUR COUNTRY HAD HAD INFLUENCE?):
•France

•UK

•US

•Italy

•Germany

•Choice: Japan, Serbia, Belgium, other?

One member from each group will present a maximum 5 minute position paper to the group according to the specific questions on the criteria sheet, and negotiate/come to a consensus with answers to the following 4 conferences (each conference will be 1 class long):

•Supervision 

•Territorial Adjustments

•Economic Adjustments

•Military Adjustments

Each country will get one vote on each issue discussed (Germany does not get a vote, but is allowed to debate, trying to sway others to its side). Your SPEECHES MUST reflect historical reality (what was really DEMANDED), but in the negotiations your team could go in a direction that someone else in your delegation may have wanted).

At the end we will compare what you came up with vs. the actual TOV.

Resources:

· ABC-CLIO
· Various online databases

CONFERENCE #1: SUPERVISION (US presiding)  /30
QUESTIONS TO BE SETTLED:

1. SHOULD THERE BE A WORLD-WIDE SUPERVISORY BODY TO ENFORCE TERMS OF THIS TREATY AND TO SERVE AS A PERMANENT PEACE KEEPING BODY? EXPLAIN WHY OR WHY NOT. /5

2. IF SO, HOW SHOULD IT BE STRUCTURED (Detail necessary)?  IF NOT, WHAT IS ANOTHER ALTERNATIVE.  /15

-Quality of speech presentation (articulation, clarity, pacing, preparation, interest) /5

DISCUSSION:   /10


You are evaluated on your ability to articulate your points clearly and back them up with appropriate historical references, emotions from the era, and appropriate interactions with other countries.

CONFERENCE #2: TERRITORIAL ADJUSTMENTS (Italy presiding)  /30
OPENING SPEECH:   /20


 
Marks will be given according to the DETAIL noted, relevancy to historical position of the country (or how it is justified), and types of proposals for the future.

QUESTIONS TO BE SETTLED-**USE THE MAP PROVIDED TO DRAW YOUR BORDERS!! (To be used in speech via overhead)

1. SHOULD ANY EUROPEAN TERRITORY OF GERMANY, AUSTRIA-HUNGARY, BULGARIA OR OTTOMAN EMPIRE BE TRANSFERRED TO ANY OTHER COUNTRY OR SHOULD ANY NEW COUNTRY BE CREATED FROM ANY OF THE FORMER CENTRAL POWERS? /5 (must include: western & eastern borders of Germany, Brest-Litovsk borders, Hapsburg borders, Ottoman borders, Italian borders, new countries ie. Balkans, central Europe, any countries destroyed, who has access to water?)

2. SHOULD ANY OVERSEAS TERRITORY OF GERMANY, AUSTRIA-HUNGARY, BULGARIA OR TURKEY BE TRANSFERRED TO ANY OTHER COUNTRY? IF SO, WHAT TO WHO?/5

3. ON THE EUROPEAN MAP ATTACHED, DRAW THE BOUNDARIES OF TERRITORIAL CHANGES THAT YOUR DELEGATION FAVORS. /5

-Quality of speech presentation (articulation, clarity, pacing, preparation, interest) /5

DISCUSSION:   /10


You are evaluated on your ability to articulate your points clearly and back them up with appropriate historical references, emotions from the era, and appropriate interactions with other countries.

CONFERENCE #3: ECONOMIC ADJUSTMENTS (England presiding) /30
OPENING SPEECH: (Goals sheet)  /20

1. SHOULD HEAVY INDUSTRY (THE TYPE THAT PRODUCES MILITARY EQUIPMENT) BE LIMITED IN THE FORMER CENTRAL POWERS? /5

2. SHOULD ALL TRADE AND TARIFF BARRIERS BE ELIMINATED? IF SO, TO WHAT EXTENT?  /5

3. SHOULD REPARATIONS BE PAID BY THE CENTRAL POWERS TO THE VICTIMIZED ALLIES? IF SO, HOW MUCH AND HOW LONG SHOULD THE FORMER CENTRAL POWERS HAVE TO PAY THESE REPARATIONS?  /5

-Quality of speech presentation (articulation, clarity, pacing, preparation,interest) /5

DISCUSSION:   /10


You are evaluated on your ability to articulate your points clearly and back them up with appropriate historical references, emotions from the era, and appropriate interactions with other countries.

CONFERENCE #4: MILITARY ADJUSTMENTS (FRANCE PRESIDING)  /30
QUESTIONS TO BE SETTLED (Goals sheet): /20

1. SHOULD THE FORMER CENTRAL POWERS BE ALLOWED ANY MILITARY CAPABILITY?

2. SHOULD ALL NATIONS HAVE FREEDOM OF THE SEAS?  (The right to go anywhere in peace or war?)

3. SHOULD THERE BE WORLD WIDE DISARMAMENT? (No standing armies, destruction of all offensive weapons, no weapons of war to be further produced).

-Quality of speech presentation (articulation, clarity, pacing, preparation,interest) /5

DISCUSSION:   /10


You are evaluated on your ability to articulate your points clearly and back them up with appropriate historical references, emotions from the era, and appropriate interactions with other countries.

