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LESSON PLAN- PROHIBITION AND THE 1920S– J. CONRAD






Key Question:
· The 1920's were a period of tension between new and changing attitudes on the one hand and traditional values and nostalgia on the other. What led to the tension between old and new AND in what ways was the tension manifested? (1986 AP DBQ)
Learning Objectives:
· Explain how popular culture reflected the prosperity of the 1920s.
· How did the culture promote challenges to traditional values?
· Analyze the tension between traditional values and changing attitudes.
Instructional Steps
1) Bell-ringer: Distribute index cards to each student.  As class begins, have each student jot down some pre-existing knowledge related to the key question above.  At the end of class we will revisit the question and add information to the reverse side.
2) Film trailer: “Gatsby” http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OULhlaX6JY4 
· Ask student to describe the stereotypes of the 1920s depicted in the trailer
3) Lecture/Notes: “1. Life in the Twenties” 
4) Discuss assembly lines using Charlie Chaplin’s “Modern Times” http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DfGs2Y5WJ14 
· What are the downsides of this type of ultra-efficient production, as pointed out by Chaplin?
5) Play clip of Al Jolson’s The Jazz Singer when discussing “talkies”
6) Play clip of Darrow’s speech from Inherit the Wind when discussing battle between science and religion
7) Worksheet: “Interpreting Charts and Graphs: The 1920s”
8) Closing Activity: Return to index cards from beginning of class.  On reverse side, have students add relevant information from the lesson that could be used to answer the essay question.
HW: Review notes, study for exam
[bookmark: _GoBack]Materials:
· PPT notes
· Index cards
· “Interpreting Charts and Graphs” worksheets
· Film clip
Assessment:
· Index card activity
· Student direct-questioning responses
· Worksheet
· Unit test
BELL-RINGER OPENING ACTIVITY
· On one side of the index card, jot down any pre-existing knowledge you might use to answer this AP essay question:
“The 1920's were a period of tension between new and changing attitudes on the one hand and traditional values and nostalgia on the other. What led to the tension between old and new AND in what ways was the tension manifested?” (1986 AP DBQ)
· At the end of this lesson you’ll return to the other side of the card and add information you’ve learned.




































LECTURE – DIRECT QUESTIONING NOTES
“Consumer Culture”
· Scientific management: How do companies try to maximize the productivity of their employees?
· How many of you work?  How does your manager try to improve your productivity as an employee?
· Chaplin’s Modern Work: What does the film accurately depict about the negatives of specialize, assembly line-style work?
· If you were running a company, what could you do to lessen the impact of these negatives?

“Mass-Consumption Society/Automobiles”
· How many of you have a car?
· How would your life be different if you weren’t able to drive?
· Guesses on how many motor vehicles there are on the roads in the U.S. today?
· 254 million+ (registered) passenger vehicles (2009)
· How many other ways has society been impacted by the presence of cars?

“New Inventions”
· How would all these new devices potentially change the role of women, who traditionally occupied the home?
· How many of you have a credit card?
· What problems could this boom in credit potentially have?

“The Roaring Twenties”
· What is the impact of national broadcast media on culture, for people in California and Connecticut to listen to the same broadcast?
· What is the impact on the way people receive news due to broadcast media?
· How would a film like “The Jazz Singer” likely be received today?  Why?
· What was unusual about Jazz, given how the races typically interacted with each other during this time period?

“The Lost Generation”
· Why do you think they were called the “lost generation”?
· Can you think of any more modern movements that have held similar attitudes?
· Is our society today too materialistic?

“African American Culture”
· You’ve studied the Renaissance.  Why call it the “Harlem Renaissance?  What does it have in common with the more famous Renaissance?
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