

Scandal at the Church: José de Alfaro Accuses Doña Theresa Bravo and Others of Insulting and Beating His Castiza Wife, Joséfa Cadena
(Mexico, 1782)
I, José de Alfaro, resident of this town, by the proper channels of justice and without giving up the appropriate measure, say that on Sunday the thirteenth of this month, my wife, Joséfa Cadena, was coming [out of church] after mass and passed close to doña Theresa Bravo, the wife of don Diego Fernandez, cobrador de las rentas de alcabalas y pulques (official in charge of the collection of sales taxes and taxes on pulque). Doña Theresa, using the pretext that my wife had brushed against her, which was not true, sprung forward, saying to her, "Oh, you black whore, you dare to brush against me." And throwing her to the ground, not only doña Theresa, but also her daughter, her sister, and the woman who was deposited with them and was in their company, hit her [Joséfa] many times. Although don Diego was present, instead of trying to calm them, he said, "Give it to that black whore again." In this way, my wife came out of this attack with marks on her face and a big scratch. She has bruises all over her body because of the beating, and, since she is pregnant and now she is bleeding, we are worried about the unfortunate consequences of this encounter and that she might lose not only the baby's life but also her own.
In the above related events, doña Theresa and her husband, as well as the other accomplices, insulted my wife and me in a very grave manner and in all the ways imaginable. To a married woman, no insult is greater than to call her a black whore, since this offends her fidelity and her calidad (reputation). Her honor is publicly known, and she is not a black but rather a castiza (like a mestizo). In regards to actions, none is worse than to have hit her all over her body and to have marked her face. What makes all this much worse is that the insults occurred in public and in the presence of a numerous crowd who were leaving mass. Don Diego is a participant in this crime, not only because he did not prevent it as he should have and as would have been easy for him due to the power vested in him as a husband, but also because he encouraged his wife and the others who insulted my wife, to consummate the humiliation.
And since it is not just that this woman remains unpunished, and that my wife and I remain humiliated and insulted without proper redress, I file a civil and criminal complaint against doña Theresa, her husband, and the associated accomplices. I am justified in the admission of my complaint. It is proper that information be collected as a result of this petition, and this inquiry should also tend to the life and customs of don Diego. If it is true that he lives in disarray and scandal, he should be exiled from this town. The other cases pending against him in this jurisdiction should be gathered together with this one. As a result of the criminal indictment, Your Excellency should arrest the guilty parties, and since don Diego is an employee of the rentas, his immediate supervisor, don José Leon Penaroja, should be informed so that this service will not be abandoned nor will it suffer. Don Diego should be freed of the corresponding position and any secret tasks, so that Fernandez can present himself at the prison. But, before all else, Your Excellency should send the two surgeons of this village to examine my wife and to declare their observations under oath. This will serve as the clearest proof of the crime about which the witnesses will testify. And having done all of this, you may deliver to me the judicial decrees to put my complaint in order. As such, and with all the appropriate protestations, I implore Your Excellency to provide justice. I swear and in lieu
[José de Alfaro] does not know how to sign.
[Signed by] Licentiate Manuel Cordero





17.4 Testimony of Don Bernabé Dias de Castro, Qualified Surgeon
On the seventeenth day of the said month and year, before me, the undersigned alcalde mayor, and the witnesses, don Bemabé Dias de Castro, qualified surgeon, appeared and said that, in compliance with the notification of the order, he went to the house where Joséfa Cadena, legitimate wife of José de Alfaro, lives, and he found her there in bed and obviously ill. She was afflicted because she had been thrown to the ground while her hair was being pulled. And upon examination of her body, he found a scar from her right eyebrow to her hairline, a scratch apparently made by fingernails. She is a bit more than six months pregnant, and she has been hemorrhaging quite heavily through the natural passage—the mouth of the mother—since last Sunday. He has not been able to contain the patient's loss of blood in such quantities despite the use of towels that his colleague sur¬geon, don Felipe Antonio Herrera, who has been attending her, ordered. And if the flow of blood cannot be contained with these remedies, he believes that she is at risk of a miscarriage. This is what he saw and observed in particular. And he can swear to it according to his loyal knowledge and understanding, and he swears by God our Lord and the sign of the holy cross according to the law that what he has testified is accurate and true. And he signed with me [the alcalde mayor] and the assisting witnesses. I certify.
Thomas de Velasco
Bernabe Dias de Castro
Juan de Benavides and José Segura, witnesses


17.5 Testimony of Don Felipe Antonio Herrera, Master Surgeon
On the same day, before me, the alcalde mayor, who has acted in the expressed form, don Felipe Antonio Herrera, Master Surgeon, appeared and said that in compliance with the notification of the order, he examined Joséfa Cadena, whom he has been attending since the day of Sunday when her mother had called him to her side. The patient is six months pregnant, and as the result of a major disagreement that she had with other women, she was injured on her hips, thighs, and groin and showed all the symptoms of an impending miscarriage. He applied all the corresponding medicines and remedies to sustain her despite all the blood she lost, which happens in some pregnancies. And it is now the fifth day, and she has not had a miscarriage as a result of the medicines and remedies, which prevented a fever, and the fact that she did not suffer any brusque movements or blows to the hips. Otherwise, she only has a scratch to her forehead over the right eye. These are the details of his examination that he can declare, and he swears before God and the holy cross that what he has stated is accurate and true according to his knowledge and expertise. And he signed before me and my witnesses. I certify.
Thomas de Velasco
Felipe Antonio Herrera
Juan de Benavides and José Segura,
witnesses


17.7 Testimony of Don Manuel Delfin
On October, 18, 1782, to provide the information he has offered to give and that it is ordered received, José de Alfaro presented as witness a man from whom I took the oath that he made to God and the holy cross in accordance with the law. He said that his name is don Manuel Delfin, that he is married, of Spanish calidad, is forty years of age, and is a resident in this cabecera. He knows the person who presents him as a witness. And it is true that on Sunday, the thirteenth of the present month, he was leaving early mass in the company of don Diego Fernandez, [the two of them] walking together to the place called Agua Fonda, [when] they heard shouts and turned around to see that Joséfa Cadena was seated on the ground, in the company of her sister, and doña Theresa Bravo and her daughter Theresa and her aunt Francisca, as well as a woman deposited with them and many other women who he does not remember, were mistreating her with words." Joséfa Cadena got up and tried to hit them, and the young Theresa threw her onto the ground. He saw this because he went there to separate them, which he was able to do. But the others continued to mistreat her with very indecorous words and indecent expressions. And Chepa’s [a nickname for Joséfa] brother arrived and tried to defend her with indecorous words, and it was then that don Diego Fernandez answered them with the same impurity and without stopping. And then, near the house of don Diego, the witness revealed that Joséfa had said to doha Theresa that she was a whore and that no one had found a friend under her [Joséfa's] bed. It was then that the fight began. All who participated were hit and scratched, but there was no use of arms. That is what he saw and knows of this case. As to the life and customs of don Diego, although he has heard various complaints since he is the administrator of the Royal Monopolies (rentas reales), he isn't sure about any of these things. It is true that he talks boldly and with insolence and other improper expressions. This is what he knows in particular and what he can declare in truth. Under oath he affirmed and ratified [his testimony], and he signed with me and my witnesses. I certify.
Thomas de Velasco
Manuel Delfin
Juan de Benavides and José Segura,
witnesses


17.8 Testimony of Manuel José de Ocampo
On October, 22, 1782, for the information that he is giving, José de Alfaro presented as witness a man who took the oath by God and the holy cross in accordance with the law, and under the oath he offered to tell the truth about what he might know and was asked. And he said that his name was Manuel José de Ocampo, married to doña Maria Joséfa de Flores, Spaniard, twenty-eight years old and a resident of this town. On the thirteenth of the present month, in the house of don Juan Soto, having already left the early mass, he was in the door of Soto's house when he happened to turn his head and saw doña Theresa Fernandez [Bravo] and Chepa the chocolatera (chocolate seller) fighting, but since he was far away he could not hear what they were saying nor did he see the beginning of the fight, nor did he know what they were fighting over. After, he went into the store, and he did not see or know what other persons were involved in the fight. As to the customs and life of don Diego Fernandez, the husband of doña Theresa, he does not know if it is orderly or disorderly or anything else that is asked of him. He swears that he has told the truth according to the oath that he affirmed and ratified, and he signed it with me and my witnesses. I certify.
Thomas de Velasco
Manuel Joséph de Ocampo
Juan de Benavides and José Segura,
witnesses



Roles: 

Judge - supervise the preparation for the trial. Run the trial in an orderly and fair fashion. 

Attorney’s have the following roles: 

1 - Opening statement (3 minutes)
2 - Prepare and question Dona Theresa 
3 - Prepare and question Don Bernabé Dias de Castro and Don Manuel Delfin
4 - Prepare and question Josepha and José de Alfaro
5 - Prepare and question Testimony of Don Felipe Antonio Herrera and Manuel Joséph de Ocampo
6- Closing Statement (3 minutes_


Witnesses must read their written statements and discuss possible questions and answers with their assigned attorney. You must know the answer to all asked questions. When preparing consider the Origin, Purpose, Value and Limitations of the testimony. 


Jurors must read all the statements before the trial. You must write a one page summary of the evidence focusing on the value and limitations of each witnesses testimony. You must then deliberate after the trial to reach a final decision. 

