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What you will take away from 
this presentation 

v  Definitions of “library” and 
“library/ian” 

v  Defining and refining 
library/ian responsibilities 

v  IB specific areas of interest 
for library/ians and 
schools (multilingualism, 
the language profile, and 
multiliteracies) 
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LIBRARY NOSTALIGIA 



© International Baccalaureate Organization 2015  

Definition 

“A library is not a library without a librarian (despite what 
it says in the latest edition of DP From Principles into 
Practice) - a librarian can manage without a library but a 
library isn't a library without a librarian.” 

We can use the term “library/ian” (Tilke 2015) 
to describe what a library system represents. 

“Libraries” are combinations of people, 
places, collections and services that aid and 
extend learning and teaching.  
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Places: 
traditional 
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Places: distributed 
physical library 
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Services and collections: the 6+1 framework 

Curating, Caretaking, 
Catalyzing, 

Connecting, Co-
creating, Challenging  

+1 Catering  
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People: Librarian 
archetypes 

•  Teacher Librarian 
•  School or District 

Librarian 
•  Media Specialist 
•  Designer Librarian 
•  Student Life Librarian 
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Collections and services: areas of interest 

Inquiry 
Libraries are where most forms 

of inquiry, not just academic 
ones, begin.  

Inquiry is initiated by the 
learner, not when the learner 

is assigned an “inquiry”.  
Educators may set the 
conditions for inquiry, 

encourage inquiry, and they 
can to some extent direct it, but 
learners must engage in order 

for inquiry to happen.  

Approaches to teaching (ATT) 
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Approaches to learning (ATL) 

Service learning  

Technology integration 

Multiliteracies 
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Services and people: library/ian 
responsibilities 

• ATL coordination 
• Culminating project coordination  
•  Student activities development 
•  Subject teaching (languages, information 

literacy, technology-related most common) 
• Professional development delivery 
•  School website management 
• General cheerleader at school events… 
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multiliteracies: the ability to 
engage with multiple texts 
and in multiple modes. (IBO 

2015) 

multilingualism: using 
multiple languages at 

different levels of fluency 
and awareness. (O’Laoire 

and Aronin 2006) 
 

multimodality: the process 
of using multiple modes to 
communicate. (Jewitt 2005)  

Services: supporting and energizing multiliteracies 
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Services and collections: the language profile 

•  Personal 
languages and 
dialects  

•  Functional 
languages and 
dialects 

•  Languages of 
instruction (and 
to some extent 
dialects of 
instruction) 

•  Luisa is from a Mexican-
American family that lives 
in San Diego CA and uses 
Spanish at home. 

•  She speaks English and 
Spanish when out in the 
community, and uses 
“Spanglish” with her 
friends. 

•  She has entered a DP 
public school that teaches 
in American 
“standardized” English. 

•  Fahad lives in Montreal 
QB and speaks Urdu and 
English at home. His 
family are consular 
employees from Pakistan 
who have lived in QB for 
two years. 

•  He speaks a little local 
French but mostly English 
with his friends. 

•  He goes to a PYP school 
that teaches in 
“standardized” English 
and French. 
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Multimodality 

•  The process of using multiple modes of 
communication is called multimodality (Jewitt 2005).  

• What is a “mode”? Examples:  

•  Audial, visual, tactual (senses, modes of 
communication and presentation) 

•  Algorithmic, computational, systemic, design-
oriented (modes of thinking) 
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Multiliteracies 
activity:  the 

library/ian vs SEO! 
 

SEO = Search Engine 
Optimization 
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Let’s look at a framework website designers use to make their 
pages more visible to search engines and users. 
Compare and contrast: 
-  What does the library/ian offer that search engines do not?   
-  How does the library/ian help learners find content that a search 

engine might not?  

Source: https://searchengineland.com/seotable 


