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Objective 



The Short and Incredibly Happy Life of Riley 

�  In	  groups	  construct	  the	  understanding	  of	  the	  story	  
when	  viewed	  through	  the	  assigned	  concept.	  Use	  a	  
graphic	  organizer	  to	  present	  8indings,	  what	  related	  
concepts	  may	  you	  have	  used	  too.	  	  

	  
� How	  did	  the	  conceptual	  lens	  change	  the	  focus	  of	  the	  
story?	  

	  
� How	  can	  you	  bring	  conceptual	  understanding	  to	  
your	  grade	  level/discipline?	  	  
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Pick A Conceptual Lens 

Conflict Beliefs/Values Interdependence Freedom Identity 

Relationships Change Perspective Power Systems 

Structure/ 
Function 

Design Heroes Force Complexity 

Paradox Interactions Transformations Patterns Origins 

Revolution Reform Influence Balance Innovation 

Creativity  Utility Genius 



Think about this statement…. 

Intelligence does not operate in a vacuum.  Our senses, 
emotions, physical environment, and environmental 
context all play a critical role in the development of 

intelligence.   
 

To what extent do you agree with this statement? 



So, why…. 
In spite of the dedicated time and tireless efforts of 
teachers to teach and reteach year after year…why are 
children unable to retain, transfer, and understand 
knowledge? 



communicators . . . 

leaders . . . 

creators . . .  

critical thinkers . . . 

self-directed workers? 

 Who are we developing???? 

21st century 



 
 

Synergy and Curriculum: 
Which picture best represents the 
relationship between synergy and 

curriculum? 

A. B. C. 



Synergy 

�  To stimulate more 
sophisticated, complex 
thinking, we need to create 
synergy between the simpler 
and more complex.   

�  This interactive synergy 
requires the mind to process 
information on two cognitive 
levels.  The factual and 
conceptual.   

�  The conceptual mind uses facts 
as a tool to discern patterns, 
connections, and deeper, 
transferable understandings.   

So..…to what extent do see curriculum 
materials designed in this systematic way 
to support this type of thinking.   



Synergy 

�  Students retain the factual information longer 
because the use of the conceptual lens requires them 
to intellectually process at a deeper level. 

�  Students are invited to bring their own thinking to 
the factual study, they are better able to make 
personal meaning.   

�  This invitation involves them emotionally- they are 
personally invested- and the motivation for learning 
increases.   



3D Instruction 

� Reflect 



Concept Based Teaching and Learning 



Try this… 

Think of two topic from your curriculum. 
�  Choose potential lenses from the list for each topic 
�  Notice how the lens changes the focus for thinking 

about the topic. 
÷    Which lens do you find most engaging (or challenging) for your 

topic? 

�  Now think…How does that lens invite students (and 
yourself) to bring personal intellect to the study?   



View From 3D 
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The Structure of 
Knowledge 3. 

2. 

The student understands that…
_______________________
_______________________
______ 

1. 
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The Integration of Thinking 

�  When we can rise above the facts and see patterns 
and connections between the facts and related 
concepts, principles, and generalizations- and when 
we can understand the deeper, transferable 
significance of knowledge- then we can say that our 
thinking is integrated at a conceptual level.   



The Structure of 
Knowledge 

•Relationships • Emotions • Behaviors 

The student understands 
that...strong emotions can 
alter the dynamics of a 
relationship. 

Romeo and Juliet 1 

2 

3 
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