Welcome to Thomas Jefferson Middle School
IB Networking Session
April 27, 2012

Your presenters: Ann Sillery and Tom Weber

Humanities Group Agenda

Guiding Question: How does my classroom deliver the MYP?

Activity 1: Burning Questions

Activity 2: Introduction to Changes in the Humanities Guide

Aspect Old Guide (2005) New Guide (2012)

Aims

Concepts

Humanities

Objectives/

Assessment
Criteria




Activity 3: New Humanities Aims

Identify how the new MYP Humanities Aims relate to the 1B Profile.

IB Profile Attributes:

caring

principled

open-minded

risk-takers balanced

inquirers

knowledgeable

thinkers

communicators | reflective

Humanities Aims:
The aims of the program are to encourage and enable students to:

1. appreciate the range of human and environmental commonalities and diversities

2. understand the interactions and interdependence of individuals, societies and

environments in different contexts.

3. understand how both environmental and human systems operate and evolve over time

4. identify and develop a concern for human and environmental well-being

5. act upon opportunities to be a responsible global citizen

6. develop effective inguiry skills to achieve conceptual understanding in humanities
For each aim state what IB Profile Attribute it is related to and why. Do this as a group!

Humanities
Aims

Learner Profile
Attributes

Briefly Justify




Activity 4: Moving Towards Conceptual Learning

Read the section “Developing conceptual understanding through inquiry | humanities” in the Humanities

guide p. 40 — 41 then answer the following true/false questions.

1. Concepts have a “timeless” nature which allows for ongoing connections.
2. Concepts are not the same as theories, principles and assumptions.
3. Key concepts are only relevant within the subject group.

4. Students must be given the opportunity to cover each key concept in each
year of the MYP.

5. The four key concepts are the only ones that should be taught in a
humanities course,

6. Concepts should increase in complexity as students go from MYP 1 through 5.

7. Concepts should be linked to essential unit questions.
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Activity 5: Humanities Objectives/Assessment

Consider your content as we discuss the new Humanities objectives.

Humanities Objectives

Content from my subject that will enable
student to reach each objective

A. Knowing and Understanding
o terminology

e descriptions, expalations and
examgples of content and
concepts

B. Investigating
e research question
e action plan

e methods

C. Thinking Critically
e Analytical
e Evaluative
e Interpretive

o Synthesis

D. Communication
e Communicating Information
e Structuring Information

¢ Documenting Information




What are appropriate tasks to use to assess each criteria?

Task Criterion A | Criterion B | Criterion C | Criterion D

unit tests

essays

short answers

creating a newspaper article

film, movie, play

source analysis

mapping

PowerPoint presentation

research report

editorials

writing in character




Activity 6: Inquiry-
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In closing,

Guiding Question: How does my classroom deliver the MYP?
Essential Understanding: Good planning leads to good resuits.

|dentify four things you want to share with colieagues upon returning to your school.

Identify three actions you would like to take to improve MYP implementation in your school.

Identify one question still rolling in your head.



